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In accordance with the continuing duty under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 to disclose to the United 
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which Applicants were previously unaware as it was applied to a foreign counterpart application, 
EP 00 308 509.9-2402. A copy of the Office Communication is also enclosed. 

Applicants hereby declare that each item of information contained in the Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication received from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. A copy of the European Search Report has also been included 
along with a copy of each of the cited references. 

The submission of these references shall not serve as an indication that a search has been 
conducted on the claimed subject matter, nor shall the submission be deemed an admission that 
these references are, or are considered to be, material to the patentability of the above-identified 
patent application. 

Applicant believes that no fee is due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 in connection with the filing 
of this Information Disclosure Statement as it is being filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 
(c) before the mailing of a final Office Action, Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise 
closes the prosecution in the application. If a fee is deemed to be due, however, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fee to Deposit Account No. 20-1507. 
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Attorney for Applicant 
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